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3 ex- Trump campaign aides charged 


Mueller probe touches on financial wrongdoing, Russian contacts 


By Matt Zapotosky, 

Rosalind S. Helderman, 

Carol D. Leonnig and Spencer S. Hsu 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON — Special Coun- 
sel Robert Mueller III on Monday 


revealed charges against three for- 
mer Trump campaign officials — 
including onetime campaign chair- 
man Paul Manafort — marking the 
first criminal allegations to come 
from probes into possible Russian 
influence in U.S. political affairs. 


The charges touch all levels of the 
Trump campaign and explore the 
possible personal, financial wrong- 
doing of those involved, as well as 
what appeared to be a concerted 
effort by one campaign official to 
arrange a meeting with Russian 


officials. 

One of the three charged, former 
Trump foreign policy adviser 
George Papadopoulos, admitted to 
making a false statement to FBI 
investigators who asked about his 
contacts with a foreigner claiming 
to have high-level Russian connec- 
tions. 

Manafort and longtime business 


partner Rick Gates, meanwhile, 
were charged in a 12-count indict- 
ment with conspiracy to launder 
money, making false statements 
and other charges in connection 
with their work advising a Russia- 
friendly political party in Ukraine. 
The investigation, which the FBI 
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Alleged 
Benghazi 


militant 
captured 


2012 attacks became 
2016 campaign issue 


By Lolita C. Baldor, Josh Lederman 
and Matthew Lee 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — U.S. special 
operations forces captured a mili- 
tant in Libya accused of playing an 
instrumental role in the Benghazi 
attacks, officials said Monday, in a 
high-stakes operation designed to 
bring the perpetrators to justice five 
years after the deadly violence. 

President Donald Trump identi- 
fied the militant as Mustafa al-Imam 
and said his capture signified that 
the four Americans who died “will 
never be forgotten.” Justice Depart- 
ment officials were escorting al- 
Imam by military plane to the Unit- 
ed States, where he’s expected to be 
tried in federal court. 

“Our memory is deep and our 
reach is long, and we will not rest in 
our efforts to find and bring the per- 
petrators of the heinous attacks in 
Benghazi to justice,” Trump said. 

The Navy SEAL-led raid marked 
the first publicly known operation 
since Trump took office to target 
those accused of involvement in 
Benghazi, which mushroomed into 
a multiyear political fracas centered 
on Republican allegations of a bun- 
gled Obama administration 
response. Those critiques shad- 
owed Hillary Clinton, who was sec- 
retary of state at the time of the 
attacks, through her presidential 
campaign. 

U.S. forces captured al-Imam just 
before midnight local time Sunday 
in Misrata, on Libya’s north coast, 
U.S. officials said. He was taken to a 
U.S. Navy ship at the Misrata port 
for transport by military plane to 
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J His sacrifice is 
f etched j in stone 


Fallen St. Paul Detective Allan G. Lee’s memorial is re-dedicated 


hen St. Paul Police Detective 
Allan G. Lee was killed in the 
line of duty, his daughter was 4 
and his son 10. Sixty-eight years 


PHOTOS BY SCOTT TAKUSHI / PIONEER PRESS 
St Paul Police Chief Todd Axtell, center, speaks with Linda and Jim Lee, as the Allan G. Lee 
memorial stone, below, previously located on Marshall Avenue, was moved to and dedicated 
Monday in front of the Western District Police Headquarters on Hamline Avenue. St. Paul Police 
Detective Allan G. Lee, above, was shot and killed by a robbery suspect in 1949. Jim Lee is Allan 
Lee's son, and Linda is Jim’s wife. 


have gone by and Jim Lee said he still thinks of 
his father most days. 

“T don’t think of him with sadness, but with 
pride,” Lee said. 

He was feeling especially proud Monday as 
he, his family and St. Paul police officers gath- 
ered to re-dedicate a memorial stone to Detec- 
tive Lee. 

The inscribed boulder to Lee was initially 
placed outside the Boy Scouts of America 
Northern Star Council Service Center at West- 
ern and Marshall avenues in 2005. Because the 
St. Paul and Minneapolis Boy Scout offices are 
merging at Fort Snelling, the memorial stone 
for Allan Lee has been moved outside the 
police department’s Western District station 
on Hamline Avenue near St. Anthony avenue. 

It’s the area of the city where Lee worked. A 


robbery suspect fatally shot Lee in 1949 as the 
detective chased him. He was 42. 

“We will always remember those who have 
given their lives to our community,” St. Paul 
Police Chief Todd Axtell said at Monday’s 
ceremony. 


— Mara H. Gottfried 


Dennis Banks, American Indian activist, dies 


Special-ed 
enrollment 
continues 
to decline 


St. Paul schools work 
on ensuring equity 
among all students 


By Josh Verges 


jverges@pioneerpress.com 


Six years into a wide-ranging equi- 
ty initiative, St. Paul Public Schools 
is sticking far fewer students with 
the special-education label. 

Concerned that too many children, 
especially African-Americans, were 
being identified for specialized ser- 
vices, the district in 2011 set out to 
educate more students in main- 
stream classrooms. 

The approach has been blamed for 
an increase in student misbehavior, 
but the district’s efforts were 
praised in a_ state compliance 
review in June. 

The Education Department com- 
mended the district’s co-teaching 
model, in which general-education 
and special-education teachers 
share a classroom, and its attempts 
at using different instructional tac- 
tics in lieu of formal individualized 
education plans (IEPs). 

Each of the last seven years, the 
district’s special-ed enrollment has 
declined, to 15.3 percent this fall 
from 18.6 percent in 2010. The state- 
wide average is 15.1 percent. 

Had St. Paul’s rate not changed, 
more than 1,000 additional students 
would now be on individualized 
education plans. 

“Tt was very purposeful,” said Gail 
Ghere, the district’s interim direc- 
tor of specialized services. “It’s a 
significant issue to put a disability 
label on a child.” 


ADDRESSING EQUITY 


Toward a goal of preparing all stu- 
dents for college or careers, St. Paul 
and school districts across the coun- 
try have been paying closer atten- 
tion to where their students are 
learning. Historically, white stu- 
dents have been over represented in 
gifted and advanced classes, while 
high numbers of non-white students 
have been placed in alternative 
classrooms. 

In 2012, St. Paul closed most of its 
special-ed learning centers and 
moved those students into main- 


Led Wounded Knee protest; helped found AIM in Minneapolis 


By Steve Karnowski 
Associated Press 


stream classrooms. The district also 
pushed its English language learn- 
ers more quickly into core classes. 
A state compliance review of Eng- 
lish language services last year crit- 
icized the district for taking away 
language support from emerging 
English speakers. The district 
responded by hiring 10 teachers for 
this school year and shifting its 


his family announced Monday. 
Banks, whose Ojibwe name was 
Nowacumig, was one of several 
activists who founded AIM in 
Minneapolis in 1968, and he was a 
leader of the group’s takeover of 
Wounded Knee on the Pine 
Ridge Reservation in South 
Dakota in 1973, in a protest 
against both the U.S. and tribal 


governments. The village had 
been the site of a massacre by 
U.S. soldiers in 1890 that left an 
estimated 300 Indians dead. The 
occupiers held federal agents at 
bay for 71 days; two Native Amer- 
icans died and several agents 
were injured amid the frequent 


CHRIS POLYDOROFF / PIONEER PRESS 
American Indian activist Dennis 
Banks waits to board a canoe to 
spread a net on Lake Bemidji during 
a 2010 American Indian treaty rights 
protest. Banks died Sunday at Mayo 
Clinic in Rochester. He was 80. 


Dennis Banks, who helped 
found the American Indian 
Movement and engaged in some- 
times-violent uprisings against 
the U.S. government, including 
the armed occupation of Wound- 
ed Knee in 1973, died at age 80, 
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